






















































































































































































































WELCOME! 
ĠO AHEAD 
AND HAVE 
A SEAT. 


















































WELL, 
THERE'S 
ONLY ONE 

REASON WHY 
1 WOULP'VE 
ASKED YOU 

HERE 

TODAY... 
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YOU'RE 
RIGHT, THIS 
ISN'T THE 
TIME TO BE 
) LAUGHING. 








БОСНА 
SERIOUS 
PROBJLEM! 


















































DON'T 
You 
pare 
THINK КО 
was 
ANY- 
THING 
OTHER 
THAN 
THAT! 
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т KNOW IT, 
KAKU-CHAN. 
THAT'S THE 
ONLY WAY YOU 
COULD HAVE 
BEEN TAKEN 
OUT WITH JUST 
ONE HIT. T 
KNOW THAT, 


























THE POINT 
16 THAT 
YOU'RE 

mE m 



































HOW COULP 


WE KNOW 
THAT THAT 
WAS 
i SUZURAN’S 
ro 4 | W BOUYA HARU- 


MICHI... 


| 
= =. 
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BOUYA... 














MICHI! 
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SUZURAN 
TOP. 


HEY HEY! 
WHAT'RE 
YOU SAYIN’, 
BROTHER? 


I'M NOT 
THE TOP OF 
SUZURAN... 























Whoa! He's 
already way 


over there! 
Damn, he's 
fast! 
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COULD HE 
POSSIBLY BE 
AIMING TO 
TAKE OVER 
KUROSAKI 
INDUSTRIAL 
AND TAKIYA 
COMMERCE? 












































THE ISSUE 
IS... WHY DID 
HE APPROACH 

US? WAS IT 
JUST A COIN- 
CIDENCE? OR 

WAS THERE 
SOME OTHER 
REASON...? 











HE'S 
THE ONE 
wHo's 
RULING 
SUZURAN! 
IT'S NOT 
LIKE YOU'P 




















Іт seemen || 
LIKE HE 
DIDN'T 
KNOW ANY- 
THING 











ABOUT 
EITHER 
TAKIYA OR 
KUROSAKI. 




































I'M SURE HE'S 
HIDING SOME 
SHARP CLAWS 
BEHIND THAT 
FRIVOLOUS 
SMILE OF HIS. 





| never would have 
thought that he 
He seemed 
was Bouya Haru- er 
michi until he sent pretty 
й shallow to 
Kakuken Flying 
with that punch... me... 











FU FU FU... 
DON'T GET 
YOUR PANTIES 
IN A BUNCH. 1 
AIN'T STUPID. 
I'VE BEEN 
THINKING... 


















































































































































































































































I KNOW, I IT WAG 
KNOW! THE LEFT, 
ANYWAY, OKAY? I 
SO WHAT WAS 
He WAS were YOU AIMING 
TOT THINKING? 






























































Now, 
LISTEN 
CARE- 
FULLY 

TO WHAT 

IM 
ABOUT 
TO SAY. 














LET’S PUT 
THE RIVALRY 
BETWEEN 
TAKIYA AND 
KUROSAKI 
BEHIND US. 
LET’S JOIN 
FORCES. 
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JUST 
LISTEN! 
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LET'S 
— 
THE TAKIYA- 
KUROSAKI 
ALLIANCE! 
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The Kurotaki This is how the 
Alliance was powerhouse 
born. faction that 
would later 
stand toe-to- 
toe with 





Suzuran... 













































































GOLF. THEY 
STOLE THE 
PUTTER 
FROM THE 
PRINCIPAL'S 






































THER нде 
IN THE. 
MORNING 
AND TOLO 
THEM TO 
тар. 
D 














more mpor- 









You're 
"еселе? 





























Hey, 
HARU- 
MICHI 



















ІТ SORTA 
HAPPENED 
ALL OF A 
SUDDEN, 
BUT НЕВА 
600p GUY. 


AND THAT 
MARU AND 
KAKU, 
THEY'RE 
FUN, тоо. 
THAD A 
2007 
TIME Yes- 
TERDAY. 
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BULLDOG 


— ne 
дебне, KAKUKEN OF 
TÄ KUROSAKI, 
. ALL NAMES. 

THAT WE 
RESPECT, 


тод! 








1 WONDER 
WHAT THOSE 

GUYS HAVE 

BEEN UP ТО 
SINCE THEN... 


































































































we HAVE 
INTEL THAT 
THE IPIOTS 
OF THE 
EXTREME 
DRAGON 
SYNDICATE 
ARE HOLDING 
A MEETING 
THERE ON 
SATURDAY. 




















YEAH, HE'S THE 
PIECE OF TRASH 
THAT'S BEEN 
THROWING HIS 
WEIGHT AROUND 
HERE WHILE 
WE'VE BEEN 
BUSY FIGHTING 
EACH OTHER. 










WE'RE 
GOING TO 


GO AND 
CRUSH IT! 














BUT IF HE 























ONE THING'S 
FOR SURE, I 
WAS SHOCKED 
WHEN 1 HEARD 











EVEN 50, T 
DON'T THINK, 


OUT то BE. 






































































HEY, WHAT'S 


UP? 60 MARU 


AND КАКО 
CAME, 1007 
















DECIDED 
то BE 
BROTH- 
ers 
торду. 








WELL, SATURDAY 
NIGHT WE'RE 
GOING TO TRASH 
SOME BAD GUYS. 
THEY'RE CALLED 
THE EXTREME 
DRAGON SYNDI- 
Care. 

























SEEING THAT 
WE'RE BROTHERS 
NOW, INSTEAD OF A 
FORMAL GREETING, 
HOW ABOUT YOU 
COME ALONG? 













во YOU'RE 


SUZURAN’S 


TOP? 





















YOU'RE 
NOT 
SCARED 
OF ANY- 








YOU WON'T 
TURN US 
DOWN, WILL 
YOU? THAT. 

15, IF YOU'RE 

REALLY 
BULLPOG'S 
BROTHER! 















































SUZURAN'S 
TOP..? 


REAL 
BROTHER...? 
























































BRING IT! 


I'LL TELL 
YOU RIGHT 
NOW... 
I'M NOT 
SUZURAN'S 
TOP! I'M 


JUST BOUYA 
HARUMICHI. 
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9) 
IF | WERE TO SPEAK MY MIND... 
AN 
O 


N 





Hmm... Wait a second. Let me do the numBers. 
Even if it were 5,000 yen per pace, if | were to 
Be puBlished in a weekly puBlication it'd Be around 
20 paces, and so for one month... Ӛ-веерӛ- 
3&eepi- Ack! Then one year would ве... Beep 
Жвеер  Азааааск! Th-this is a lot Of money! 
While | had heard that if you Became a manaaka and 
had one ва hit that you could Become а million- 
aire... This meant that you didn't even need a hit, all 
you need was continuous publication! H didn't 
know... There's no time to waste on working for 
LOO yen an hour! ... In my head | was already a 
mangaka. And that's when | Beaan Brainstorming 
for the Book that | was aoina to enter into the 
contest. Six days passed after | had taken а Break 
from work and locked myself in my room! And | 
was finished. (Voila~ Around sunrise | placed the 
completed comic on the small taBle (| didn’t have а 
desk then) and lit a ciaarette. "Fu fu fu... My 
leaend Beains. So lona, crappy apartment!" | took 
the comic and ran to the puslisher. "Come here 
Open~! Open the door+""... is what | wanted to say, 
But | didn't. Even so, | was confident! 


But life just isn't that easy. 
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IF | WERE TO SPEAK MY MIND... 


PART 22} 





"When you read this 800k the taBles will Be 
turned for you and me!" That's what was 
rumina through my mind as | passed the comic to 
the editor. He flipped throuah it and went, 
“Alright, why don't you enter it into the competi- 
tion first. And then well call you once the results 
are in" "H-huh...?" (What? Is thet it? Read it 
through! There are some «ood jokes! Good 
jos. H's fun. H's areat. Don't you have anything 
to say?) ..| came Back home mumalina to myself. 
And a few days later, "You made it to the last 
round, But unfortunately you didn’t win anything. 
Your name will Be in the maaazine, thouah, so 
Better luck next time!" This was a comic that | had 
Given my all, and it wasn't even a runner-up. 

Most people would aive up, But | was different. К 
was OBvious that the judaes were all idiots, and 
they didn't have the keen eye to recoanize true 
Gems. The fact that | was a clueless jackass myself 
is а Big reason why | was аве. to survive up until 
this point (Foraet this place! Alriaht! Let's ao 
to another puslisherD. And this is how my first 
Production made it to the last round of some 
maaazine's new talent competition and died. 
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IF | WERE TO SPEAK MY MIND... 


PART 23} 


That was around the time | moved from Shinjuku to 
Kouenji, and | stopped working at the coffee shop in 
Shinjuku and started working in a video rental store. 
in Kooenji. Around then my head was only filled with 
the notion that | would Become a manaaka. | needed 
time to concentrate on comics. So every other day | 
was skipping work. So o£ course | had no money This 
was рговаву the poorest moment in my life... (Of 
course | have no idea how things will tum out from 
here. [m practically unemployed as is). A jog that would 
help me learn the trade But had a steady income... | 
started checking all sorts ОР maaazines for manaakas 
who were looking for assistants. But don't most 
people have a stereotype ОР а manaa assistant, the 
very same that you can see on TV shows with thick 
Bulletproof Glasses, pale faces, and are a little Bit 
crazy? | BOuGht into the same stereotype, and | 
couldn't decide what to do... That's when | saw that a 
manaaka | respected was lookina for assistants and 
said, what the hell, | have to do it now! So | made the 
call and was Given a few cuts (ву the editor and not 
the mangaka himself even thouah | wanted to meet 
him...) Alright! [m an assistant now. [m Going to work 
hard and steal all of the tricks ОЁ the trade! Ring ring 
ring... "Hello, this is Takahashi speskina' "About the 
assistant position. We've «one with another person. 
Better Мак next time! ¥dick# "Wh-whaaaat~~2!" The 
end, tor now. 
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pauld dla: Transletor/Proofer 
Harumichi Bouya: TranslaLor/ Proofer 
„22245: Cleaner 
Кес: Typesetter 


